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YEAR 6
CURRICULUM NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 2021

Park Hill Junior School Curriculum

This year we will be introducing half-termly curriculum year group newsletters which will show
you the fantastic learning the children have been completing over the half-term. They will include
pictures, examples of learning, explanations and child comments and we really hope you enjoy
sharing them with your children and seeing what they have been doing.

We have worked carefully to develop our Park Hill Junior School curriculum over the past two
years. Our curriculum model (pictured below) shows the subjects we teach, the aims for our
curriculum and how well-being is also thoughtfully considered.

This first curriculum newsletter is to show you what theme the children will be focusing their
learning around in the Autumn term and we look forward to sharing their learning with you in the
next newsletter towards the end of this half-term.

We encourage you to ask your children questions about their learning to promote their curiosity,
share their passions and help them to remember what they have learnt.

Thank you for your support.

Autumn term Curriculum

This term in year 6 the children will be introduced to the
theme Africa. Throughout their lessons they will explore
specific countries in the continent including Nigeria, when
they learn about the Benin Kingdom and South Africa,
when they learn about Apartheid, looking at both the
physical and human features of those countries. They will
learn about society and trade during the Benin Kingdom
and key facts about Nelson Mandela. They will also explore ALY
more about Africa through their art, design and technology, , = iy b i &
science and music lessons. ' .

Specific information about what they will be learning in
each subject is included on the curriculum maps below.
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Curriculum Maps

On the last pages you will find the curriculum
maps which show you specific learning for each
subject that the children will be taking part in.
As we adapt our teaching to suit the needs of
the children or to reflect things that are
happening in the world certain things may
change but these give a clear overview of the

knowledge or skills the children will be learning.

Knowledge organisers

Also included at the end of this newsletter are
our Knowledge Organisers. These are great
resources that the children use in class to help
them remember key facts, vocabulary,
spellings and information around a particular
topic they are learning in a subject or in a
theme. These also encourage the children to
be resourceful in lessons. Please feel free to
share these and discuss them with your
children.

Reading

There are daily Guided Reading sessions, which involve children learning
and practising 5 main reading skills. We call them VIPERS:

V = Vocabulary (exploring use of vocabulary in texts and the effect it has)
I = Inferencing (understanding how to infer details from a text)
P = Predicting (using prior knowledge and 'clues' in the text to form a

prediction)

E = Explaining (understanding and explaining an author or

illustrator's choices in a text)

R = Retrieving (answering retrieval questions from a text to ensure

understanding)

S = Summarising (ensuring that the order of events has been

comprehended)

On Fridays, children explore non-fiction texts. This provides the chance for
children to understand the features used in information texts, identify
reliable sources of information, and research a relevant theme that is being
studied. This will help children build background knowledge to support

them in other subjects.

Reminders

PE days — Monday
(swimming for 6H)
and Wednesday

Children should
come to school in
their correct
school PE kit on
those days.

Spellings — Friday

Home Learning -
Thursday

Water bottles —
please ensure
your child has a
water bottle in
school every day.

Experiences

We are hopeful that we will be
able to plan trips and
workshops this year to provide
a greater range of experiences
for the children and to excite
them with their learning.

You will be updated as
necessary when trips are
planned.

Website

Information about our
curriculum is always on our
website on the following link:
https://www.phijs.co.uk/curri
culum/curriculum-statement

You can also follow our
twitter account
@phjscroydon for picture
updates.
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Can you help?

If you have a particular passion or skill
which you think will link well with our
theme please speak to your child’s
class teacher or Phase Team Leader.
Alternatively, you can email the
school office. Also if you hear of local
or national events which you think
would be good to promote in our
school please share them with us.
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